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HETEROPHYLLY IN THE PRICKFQOT (Eryngium vesiculosum)
By T, S Hart, Croyden

Partton of 3 lightly grazed paddock east of Crovtlon was {enced off duving
1948 and sub-divided, For more 1han a year there has been Tittle or no
grazing an it aad i a maist, grassy valley there [ found, early in September .
1849, 2 plant with hollow subulale leaves <cveral anclies long, leavis
appearig later showed a coarsely serraled narrow blade, with centre strip
vepresoiiting the cariier hallow subulate leaf  An Eryngian seemed hikely,
and a search about a mile down the valley, at a place where L. vesicalosuin
hal been found, detccted sunilar subulate leaves on the Arst spring growth
(hot so advanced), As the seasem advanced more leaves dppeared and the
first-Rowering shoots were detectal 13 Navember  defmitely L. siesieidosir,
im which the arched and trailing Bower stens confrast sirimgly with the
wearly erect first leaves. Flat raseites of foliage have bien naticed, apparently
% conditinn assumed under grazing, The plant had no doubt heep grazed
off in pther seasons and wis wnknaown to two teddents aveuainted  with
the maddack.

Few of 1lie available desevigtions menticn the hollow subulate condition
af the carly scason's leaves, thaugh Black =avs they are hollaw in anather
species,  Bentham stated, under (5. rostration, that in wet situations the
leaves are of szmpler form, and thig may aciua'ly be due to carly seasonal
prawth white whe place is sull very wet, Bentham notices (hir Aowceing
stems resemble stolons bul are not rogling.

These firat leaves are afl considetabls dnterest For comparizon with othier
species of Llmbellijere  which rctain the fstulate  leafl theoughont thei
grawth, e, Aciphyita simplicicioltn. Care 1= neaded i recartding plants
irom leaf featurcy gleme, cepecially before malureite.  Mavdao (AMarsia)
can have a simple spathulate Jeal early n life ard (on pass through g adoa-
tions of 2 and 3 Jobes 1o Lhe normal 4-tolwte condition,

The development and fading of Sranguon flawer colowr wag deseribed
in Fice. Nato LIV, . 177, the examples there dealt with ¢aming drom a
muist pateh south of Sovth’ Reoad. Moorabbin, and esst of Chapel Rd,
Perhaps the colony may anill survive there?

MESTING MATERIALS OF THE PAINTEQ HOMNEYEATER

Mr. 7. H. Willis'e repars (vol, 66, page 136), on the material used by a
pair of Painted Tloneyeaters, spors me o ta record some nbsecvations made
by members of the Bendigs Field Naturalisis' Club, .

Mr. Eddy, of Digmond Hill, recemly gave us a talk on the hirds of his
district, and exhibited several pests, At question time, Mr. H Miloe asked
the speaker 1f he knew Tram what plaut the Panted Houcyesters obtained
the rootlets with wiich 1hey lined their nests, He didn®t know, hut said
tlat they [lew same distance ta collect therm. All nests ther 1 hvve examined
lave Dot lined with the Saome material.

Que next oming heing to Dhamend Hil), 1 derermined 1o find mw, if
possihle; what dhe material was.  Because theee were nodes or projections
at fairly wven distances on the “saotlets,” T suspected that swems of some
thin plant were usel. 1 therefore exantined such plants as Vhysowotus
Patersonid, Drosesa Planchomi. and Cavsythe glabetla. hut they wers nel
like the "rooticts.”

Mr. Eddy watched the birds for me, and a few days lifer reporied that
he had seen two patrs of birds some distance dpart coliectyg the rootlets
af Darley Grass (Mordewin smurinnm) . The grass bad been tumed up by
@ spade or plongh. Tt would he interesting to kaow if Panted TToneyeiters
i ather places wie this same matertal, ’

' —Manc Conn, Bendigo,



